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DETAILED ACTION 

Response to Arguments 

1 . Applicant's arguments filed 12/18/2008 have been fully considered but they are 
not persuasive. 

2. The Examiner notes that claims 1 , 22, 30 and 40 has been amended changing 
the scope of the claim. Additionally, claim 23 has been amended to change the scope 
in a way where the preamble now comprises limitations of the claim and will be 
construed as if in the balance of the claim. See MPEP 21 1 1 .02. Thus, the new 
rejections below are necessitated by amendment. However, the Examiner has 
addressed Applicant's arguments below that relate to the portions of the rejection 
maintained by the Examiner. 

3. With respect to the prior art Applicant states "[i]t is important to realize that in 
Bloch the video camera is operated for a preset period to capture a timed sequence of 
video that is fed directly to a videodisc for sale to the customer". Applicant then cites a 
portion of Bloch which allegedly discloses support for this statement. 

4. The Examiner respectfully disagrees with Applicant's interpretation of Bloch. The 
cited portion provides evidence that users " perform in front of the camera for a preset 
limited time period, at the end of which time the user is dispensed a videocassette". 
This gives no indication as to the operation time of the camera, or that the video 
captured by said camera is fed directly to the videodisc provided to the customer as 
alleged by Applicant. Review of Bloch clearly states the captured video provided to 
processors that add graphics, such as background sequences or text prior to it being 
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fed to a video disc. Also, the apparatus of Bloch provides means to indicate to the user 
when the camera is recording because the video capture need not be directly related to 
the duration of the background sequences (column 10 lines 27-43). Thus, one can not 
conclude that Bloch merely records a video sequence for a preset period and stores it in 
a videodisc. 

5. Applicant also states that col. 2, lines 47-51 of Bloch indicate that "while the 
optional background, audio or character sequences may be pre-recorded, the video 
sequence captured by the video camera is always live and saved only on the output 
videodisc". 

6. The Examiner respectfully disagrees with Applicant's argument. Column 10 lines 
53-59 of Bloch states the graphics can be added to the recorded sequence by using 
RAM 1 53 as a frame buffer. One of ordinary skill in the art recognizes that a frame 
buffer stored a complete frame/image that is to be output to a device, usually 
comprising a monitor, memory or processor. In this case Bloch states the frame buffer 
is for generate the images for the monitor or recording (i.e. memory). 

7. With respect to claims 1, 30 and 40 Applicant argues "that the 'frame buffer' is 
used to store graphics, and not a plurality of image sequences" citing column 9 lines 35- 
44 of Bloch. The Examiner respectfully disagrees as Bloch states the system "can be 
used to generate graphics on the booth monitor 37 and/or onto the recording by 
setting aside part of the RAM 153 on the microproprocessor board 143 (FIG. 14) as a 
frame buffer". Thus, the RAM is not merely used to store the graphics as Applicant 
alleged. Again, one of ordinary skill in the art recognizes that a frame buffer stored a 
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complete frame/image that is to be output to a device, usually comprising a monitor, 
memory or processor. In this case Bloch states the frame buffer is for generate the 
images for the monitor or recording (i.e. memory). And in both cases this complete 
image provided to the monitor or memory would comprise the complete composite 
image of the sequence. 

8. Additionally, with respect to claims 1, 30 and 40 Applicant argues Bloch 
captures a single live video and "is understood to be incapable of producing a plurality 
of image sequences, much less storing and arranging them into a playback 
presentation". 

9. The Examiner respectfully disagrees with Applicant's argument. Applicant is 
reminded that although the claims are interpreted in light of the specification, limitations 
from the specification are not read into the claims. See In re Van Geuns, 988 

F.2d 1181, 26 USPQ2d 1057 (Fed. Cir. 1993). As written the claim does not define 
what comprises an image sequence. It also does not state that the image sequence 
must be captured and stored and "then later inserted]... into a presentation" as 
Applicant alleges. As the claim is written broadly enough each scene captured may be 
interpreted by the Examiner as an image sequence. Bloch discloses a plurality of 
scenes may be captured to make the presentation (column 9 lines 60-64 and column 10 
lines 27-40). 

1 0. Additionally, Applicant argues Bloch has "no disclosure or suggestion of a 
storage device capable of storing the digital motion images". 
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1 1 . The Examiner respectfully disagrees. Bloch discloses a digital memory (RAM 
153) in column 10 lines 53-59 which works as a frame buffer , therefore Bloch discloses 
a storage device capable of storing digital motion images. Additionally, Bloch makes 
multiple references to digital processing (column 5 lines 1-3 and column 8 lines 47-54) 
and that other equipment, which includes the storage for the composite video, may be 
used that may or may not have been developed at the time of Bloch (column 44-47 and 
column 10 line 66 through column 1 1 line 4); therefore, Bloch also suggests a storage 
device capable of storing the digital motion images. 

12. With respect to claim 18 Applicant traverses the Examiner Official Notice to the 
concept and advantage of video wipes simulate zooming and panning as "wiping is a 
gradual spatial transition from one image to another image" and "[m]ost often one image 
is replaced by another with a distinct edge" thus, "it is not common knowledge or clear 
and unmistakable that video wipes teach the zooming and panning of Claim 18". 

13. As evidence of the Examiner's Official Notice Applicant is directed to page 10 
lines 3-6 and lines 16-21 of Applicant's specification. These sections discuss transitions 
between images with respect to U.S. Patent 6,292,219 published Sep. 18, 2001 and 
"The Civil War" by Ken Burns. The Examiner notes that "The Civil War" was first 
broadcast on PBS from September 23 to September 27, 1990. Thus, both of these 
patents are evidence that wipes which simulate panning and zooming where known at 
the time of Applicant's invention. As the claim requires a processor "to simulate camera 
motion of the background image sequence" (see claim 17) and "the camera motion 
includes zooming and panning", a wipe which simulates zooming and panning, as 
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evidenced by U.S. Patent 6,292,219 and the documentary "The Civil War", meets the 
limitations of claim 18. 

14. In view of Applicant's amendments the previously presented double patenting 
rejection has been withdrawn. 

1 5. Also, the Applicant did not traverse the Official Notice taken in the rejection of 
claims 3, 5, 7, 8, 10, 23 and 36, thus the concepts and advantages listed below are well 
known and expected in the art and are considered admitted prior art by the Applicant. 

• "storing video presentations on video discs" 

• "storing video presentations on optical mediums" 

• "storing video presentations on solid state mediums" 

• "using a camera comprising a CCD sensor" 

• "updating firmware over a wired or wireless port connection including connection 
via the internet" 

• "storing video presentations on digital memory" 

• "updating firmware over a network" 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

16. The text of those sections of Title 35, U.S. Code not included in this action can 
be found in a prior Office action. 

17. Claims 33-35 and 37-39 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being 
anticipated by U.S. Patent 4,688,105 to Bloch et al. 
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18. With respect to claim 33 Bloch discloses, in Fig. 1-15, a method for forming a 
presentation (composite video picture) comprising a set of image sequences captured 
using an electronic camera (abstract), the method comprising: (a) obtaining 
programmed instructions for capturing members of the set of image sequences (column 
5 lines 45-56 and column 6 lines 57-62); (b) assembling an electronic storyboard, 
according to the programmed instructions, comprising a plan for the arrangement of 
said members of the set of image sequences made at least in part before their capture 
(column 4 lines 35-45, column 5 lines 45-56 and column 1 1 lines 22-37; where the 
prerecorded backgrounds are assembled with the recorded video of the user to make 
the presentation); (c) prompting the camera operator to obtain individual members of 
said set of said image sequences by displaying operator instructions to the camera 
operator (column 5 lines 26-29 and 40-45; where cues for user interaction are provided 
to instruct the user what needs to be done to complete the presentation); (d) storing 
said set of said image sequences in a memory (column 10 lines 53-59; where the RAM 
is used to store the recorded images so graphics can be added); (e) assembling the 
presentation using said set of said image sequences, according to said electronic 
storyboard (column 10 lines 53-59; where instructions from the videodisc are used to 
add the graphics where required); and (f) recording the presentation onto a storage 
medium (column 3 lines 49-53; where the final composite video is recorded on a VHS or 
Beta videotape cassette). 

19. With respect to claim 34 Bloch discloses, in Fig. 1-15, a method for forming a 
presentation according to claim 33 wherein the step of obtaining programmed 
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instructions comprises the step of reading a magnetic medium (column 12 lines 23-31; 
where the control information maybe provided from a magnetic medium comprising a 
flexible disk). 

20. With respect to claim 35 Bloch discloses, in Fig. 1-15, a method for forming a 
presentation according to claim 33 wherein the step of obtaining programmed 
instructions comprises the step of reading an optical medium (column 4 lines 43-45). 

21 . With respect to claim 37 Bloch discloses, in Fig. 1-15, a method for forming a 
presentation according to claim 33 wherein the step of assembling an electronic 
storyboard further comprises the step of obtaining operator responses to prompts 
(column 5 lines 57-65). 

22. With respect to claim 38 Bloch discloses, in Fig. 1-15, a method for forming a 
presentation according to claim 33 further comprising the step of obtaining stored 
images for use in the presentation (column 4 lines 35-45; where images stored on the 
VDP 42 are obtained for use in the presentation). 

23. With respect to claim 39 Bloch discloses, in Fig. 1-15, a method for forming a 
presentation according to claim 33 wherein the step of assembling the presentation 
further comprises the steps of: (a) loading into the memory at least one pre-stored 
image not obtained from the camera; and (b) using said at least one pre-stored image 
as part of the presentation (column 4 lines 35-45; where images stored on the VDP 42 
are obtained for use in the presentation). 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

24. The text of those sections of Title 35, U.S. Code not included in this action can 
be found in a prior Office action. 

25. Claims 1, 4, 8-30, 32, 36 and 40-43 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as 
being unpatentable over U.S. Patent 4,688,105 to Bloch et al. 

26. With respect to claim 1 Bloch discloses, in Fig. 1-15, an image processing 
system for obtaining a plurality of image sequences and assembling a presentation from 
the plurality of image sequences as part of a video program prepared by a camera 
operator (Abstract), the system comprising: (a) a camera (49) operated by the camera 
operator for capturing the plurality of said image sequences (column 4 lines 39-43, 
column 5 lines 50-56, column 6 lines 57-62 and column 9 lines 28-33; where the user 
controls the camera in various way, such as controlling the zoom position or by which 
background sequence they choose); (b) a random-access electronic memory (153) for 
temporary storage of the plurality of said image sequences (column 10 lines 53-59); (c) 
an input reader (45) for accepting pre-programmed instructions from a first storage 
medium (42) as enabled by the camera operator, said pre-programmed instructions 
being suited for, and differentiated by, a particular theme or event of interest as 
represented by the video program (column 4 lines 43-45, column 9 line 22 through 
column 10 line 32 and column 1 1 lines 22-37; where a prerecorded background option 
is selected by the user, this background option comprises a video sequence stored on a 
videodisc that has the control instructions encoded into it; these control instructions are 
read by the MCU which then performs corresponding control of the system); (d) a 
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control panel comprising: (i) a display (37) for viewing said image sequences and 
presenting pre-programmed instructions to the operator (column 5 lines 22-36); and (ii) 
an operator interface for accepting operator responses to the pre-programmed 
instructions (column 5 lines 57-65, column 9 lines 28-33 and column 13 lines 9-12); and 
(e) a control logic processor (45) for executing the pre-programmed instructions and for 
arranging playback of said presentation from the plurality of said captured image 
sequences stored in said random-access electronic memory according to said operator 
responses (column 9 line 22 through column 10 line 32, column 10 lines 53-59 and 
column 1 1 lines 22-37; where the control instructions from the video disc are read by 
the MCU which then performs corresponding control of the system). 

27. Bloch does not expressly disclose the camera is a digital camera. 

28. However, Official Notice (MPEP § 2144.03) is taken that both the concepts and 
advantages of using a camera comprising a CCD sensor are well known and expected 
in the art. At the time the invention was made, it would have been obvious to one with 
ordinary skill in the art to have used a CCD camera, for doing so would allow for 
instantly creating digital images which are needed for applying graphics by a 
microprocessor as disclosed by Bloch (column 10 lines 53-59), thus reducing the 
number of parts and cost of the system. 

29. With respect to claim 4 Bloch discloses, in Fig. 1-15, an image processing 
system as in claim 1 wherein said operator interface comprises a touch screen (column 
13 lines 9-12). 
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30. With respect to claim 8 Bloch does not expressly disclose the camera 49 
comprises a CCD sensor. 

31 . However, Official Notice (MPEP § 21 44.03) is taken that both the concepts and 
advantages of using a camera comprising a CCD sensor are well known and expected 
in the art. At the time the invention was made, it would have been obvious to one with 
ordinary skill in the art to have used a CCD camera, for doing so would allow for 
instantly creating digital images which are needed for applying graphics by a 
microprocessor as disclosed by Bloch (column 10 lines 53-59), thus reducing the 
number of parts and cost of the system. 

32. With respect to claim 9 Bloch discloses, in Fig. 1-15, an image processing 
system as in claim 1 wherein said control panel is part of said camera as the control 
panel is an essential or integral attribute utilized by the user to control the camera. 

33. With respect to claim 10 Bloch discloses the input reader comprises an input 
interface section providing input from the video disc, an independent computer 
recording medium, or from firmware (column 12 lines 27-31). 

34. However, Bloch does not expressly disclose providing input over a wired or 
wireless port connection including connection via the internet. 

35. However, Official Notice (MPEP § 2144.03) is taken that both the concepts and 
advantages of updating firmware over a wired or wireless port connection including 
connection via the internet are well known and expected in the art. At the time the 
invention was made, it would have been obvious to one with ordinary skill in the art to 
have provided input instructions from downloaded firmware through the internet, for 
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doing so would allow the owner of the system to change the prerecorded background 
sequences of Bloch without having to physically travel to the location of the system, 
thus saving time and travel costs. 

36. With respect to claim 11 Bloch discloses, in Fig. 1-15, an image processing 
system as in claim 1 further comprising an audio recording mechanism (39) (column 5 
line 66 through column 6 line 2 and column 9 lines 13-21). 

37. With respect to claim 12 Bloch discloses, in Fig. 1-15, an image processing 
system as in claim 1 further comprising an audio playback mechanism (26) (column 6 
lines 5-8). 

38. With respect to claim 13 Bloch discloses, in Fig. 1-15, an image processing 
system according to claim 1 wherein the pre-programmed instructions provide a plurality 
of presentation themes that can be selected using the operator interface, each 
presentation theme having associated pre-programmed instructions (column 5 lines 40- 
56 and column 1 1 lines 22-37). 

39. With respect to claim 14 Bloch discloses, in Fig. 1-15, an image processing 
system according to claim 13 wherein the pre-programmed instructions for each of the 
plurality of presentation themes enable graphics corresponding to be selected theme to 
be selected using the operator interface (column 5 lines 40-56 and column 1 1 lines 22- 
37). 

40. With respect to claim 15 Bloch discloses, in Fig. 1-15, an image processing 
system according to claim 1 wherein the pre-programmed instructions enable text 
corresponding to be selected using the operator interface and enable the selected text 
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to be included in at least one image sequence of the presentation (column 5 lines 40-56 
and column 10 lines 44-52). 

41. With respect to claim 16 Bloch discloses, in Fig. 1-15, an image processing 
system according to claim 1 wherein the pre-programmed instructions include a 
background image sequence and instructions for compositing the background image 
sequence with a captured image sequence (column 5 lines 40-56 and column 4 lines 
35-65). 

42. With respect to claim 17 Bloch discloses, in Fig. 1-15, an image processing 
system according to claim 16 wherein the background image sequence includes 
camera motion and wherein the pre-programmed instructions further include 
instructions to enable the control logic processor to simulate the camera motion of the 
background image sequence in at least one captured image sequence (column 4 line 
65 through column 5 line 5; where camera wipe may be used, which would simulate 
camera motion of changing to the next scene). 

43. With respect to claim 18 Bloch discloses the limitations of claim 17 where the 
simulated camera motion comprising video wipes. 

44. However, Bloch does not expressly disclose the camera motion includes 
zooming and panning. 

45. However, Official Notice (MPEP § 2144.03) is taken that both the concepts and 
advantages of video wipes that simulate zooming and panning are well known and 
expected in the art. At the time the invention was made, it would have been obvious to 
one with ordinary skill in the art to have included wipes that simulate zooming and 
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panning, for doing so would increase the number of effects one could add to the 
presentation thus making each presentation more customizable and unique. 

46. With respect to claim 19 Bloch discloses, in Fig. 1-15, an image processing 
system according to claim 1 wherein the pre-programmed instructions further include an 
audio soundtrack (column 6 lines 5-8 and column 8 line 64 through column 9 line 21). 

47. With respect to claim 20 Bloch discloses, in Fig. 1-15, an image processing 
system according to claim 19 wherein the control logic processor plays back the audio 
soundtrack while the camera captures at least one image sequence (column 6 lines 5- 
8). 

48. With respect to claim 21 Bloch discloses, in Fig. 1-15, an image processing 
system according to claim 20 wherein the pre-programmed instructions further include 
lyrics for a song provided in the audio soundtrack (column 10 lines 44-48). 

49. With respect to claim 22 Bloch discloses, in Fig. 1-15, an image processing 
system for obtaining a plurality of image sequences and assembling a presentation from 
the plurality of image sequences as part of a video program prepared by a camera 
operator (Abstract), the system comprising: (a) a camera (49) operated by the camera 
operator for capturing the plurality of said image sequences (column 4 lines 39-43, 
column 5 lines 50-56, column 6 lines 57-62 and column 9 lines 28-33; where the user 
controls the camera in various way, such as controlling the zoom position or by which 
background sequence they choose); (b) a random-access electronic memory (153) for 
temporary storage of the plurality of said image sequences (column 10 lines 53-59); (c) 
an input reader (45) for accepting pre-programmed instructions from a first storage 
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medium (42) as enabled by the camera operator, said pre-programmed instructions 
being suited for, and differentiated by, a particular theme or event of interest as 
represented by the video program (column 4 lines 43-45, column 9 line 22 through 
column 10 line 32 and column 1 1 lines 22-37; where a prerecorded background option 
is selected by the user, this background option comprises a video sequence stored on a 
videodisc that has the control instructions encoded into it; these control instructions are 
read by the MCU which then performs corresponding control of the system); (d) a 
control panel comprising: (i) a display (37) for viewing said image sequences and 
presenting pre-programmed instructions to the operator (column 5 lines 22-36); and (ii) 
an operator interface for accepting operator responses to the pre-programmed 
instructions (column 5 lines 57-65, column 9 lines 28-33 and column 13 lines 9-12); and 
(e) a control logic processor (45) for executing the pre-programmed instructions and for 
arranging playback of said presentation from the plurality of said captured image 
sequences stored in said random-access electronic memory according to said operator 
responses (column 9 line 22 through column 10 line 32, column 10 lines 53-59 and 
column 1 1 lines 22-37; where the control instructions from the video disc are read by 
the MCU which then performs corresponding control of the system); and (f) an output 
writer for recording said presentation onto a storage medium comprising a VHS or Beta 
format (column 3 lines 49-53) 

50. Bloch does not expressly disclose the camera is a digital camera or recording 
the presentation onto the same storage medium that stores the pre-programmed 
instructions which comprised a video disc. 
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51 . However, Official Notice (MPEP § 2144.03) is taken that both the concepts and 
advantages of using a camera comprising a CCD sensor are well known and expected 
in the art. At the time the invention was made, it would have been obvious to one with 
ordinary skill in the art to have used a CCD camera, for doing so would allow for 
instantly creating digital images which are needed for applying graphics by a 
microprocessor as disclosed by Bloch (column 10 lines 53-59), thus reducing the 
number of parts and cost of the system. And, Official Notice (MPEP § 2144.03) is 
taken that both the concepts and advantages of storing video presentations on video 
discs are well known and expected in the art. At the time the invention was made, it 
would have been obvious to one with ordinary skill in the art to have used a video disc 
instead of a VHS or Beta format tape as Bloch discloses other media types can be 
used that are currently in development or which have yet to be developed without 
altering the principles involved in the invention of Bloch (column 3 lines 49-53 and 
column 10 line 66 through column 1 1 line 4) and a video disc for recording video 
sequences had been developed and publicly used at the time of Applicant's invention. 

52. With respect to claim 23 Bloch discloses, in Fig. 1-15, a portable video camera 
(49) and audio player (1 ) for obtaining a plurality of motion video sequences and 
assembling a presentation including audio according to a set of pre-programmed 
instruction (column 4 lines 35-45, column 5 lines 37-56 and column 10 lines 27-40; 
where the motion sequences have been interpreted as the plurality of scene in on 
composite video that is created, this composite video is created by pre-programmed 
instructions stored on VDP 42), comprising: a sensor (49) for capturing the plurality of 
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motion video sequences (column 14 lines 45-46; where the JVC BY-1 10 is a three color 
tube camera); a memory for storing a motion video sequence (column 3 lines 49-53; 
where video is recorded onto VHS and Beta format tapes); a digital memory for storing 
an audio recording (column 8 lines 64-66; where the video disc player 42 provided 
audio stored on video discs); an audio reproduction mechanism (26) for playing the 
audio recording (column 6 lines 5-7); a control logic processor (45) for executing the 
pre-programmed instructions and for arranging playback of said presentation from the 
audio recording and the plurality of said captured motion video sequences stored in said 
memory (column 9 line 22 through column 10 line 32, column 10 lines 53-59 and 
column 1 1 lines 22-37; where the control instructions from the video disc are read by 
the MCU which then performs corresponding control of the system); and wherein a 
motion video sequence is captured and stored while the audio reproduction means 
plays back a stored audio recording (column 6 lines 5-7). 

53. Bloch does not expressly disclose the memory for storing the motion video 
sequence is a digital memory or that the video camera is a digital video camera. 

54. However, Official Notice (MPEP § 2144.03) is taken that both the concepts and 
advantages of storing video presentations on digital memory are well known and 
expected in the art. At the time the invention was made, it would have been obvious to 
one with ordinary skill in the art to have used a digital memory instead of a VHS or Beta 
format tape as Bloch discloses other media types can be used that are currently in 
development or which have yet to be developed without altering the principles involved 
in the invention of Bloch (column 3 lines 49-53 and column 10 line 66 through column 
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1 1 line 4) and a digital memory for recording video sequences had been developed and 
publicly used at the time of Applicant's invention. And, Official Notice (MPEP § 
2144.03) is taken that both the concepts and advantages of using a camera comprising 
a CCD sensor are well known and expected in the art. At the time the invention was 
made, it would have been obvious to one with ordinary skill in the art to have used a 
CCD camera, for doing so would allow for instantly creating digital images which are 
needed for applying graphics by a microprocessor as disclosed by Bloch (column 10 
lines 53-59), thus reducing the number of parts and cost of the system. 

55. With respect to claim 24 Bloch discloses, in Fig. 1-15, a portable digital video 
camera and audio player according to claim 23 further comprising a graphical user 
interface for selectively enabling the capability to record digital images while playing 
back an audio file (column 13 lines 9-12; where a touch screen is user for controlling the 
system, thus it is inherent that there is a graphical user interface). 

56. With respect to claim 25 Bloch discloses, in Fig. 1-15, a portable digital video 
camera and audio player according to claim 23 further comprising a storage component 
(video disc) for storing a background image (column 5 lines 37-40). 

57. With respect to claim 26 Bloch discloses, in Fig. 1-15, a portable digital video 
camera and audio player according to claim 23 further comprising a storage component 
for storing commands for image processing (column 5 lines 45-56). 

58. With respect to claim 27 Bloch discloses, in Fig. 1-15, a portable digital video 
camera and audio player according to claim 23 further comprising a storage component 
for storing previously recorded video segments, (column 5 lines 37-40). 
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59. With respect to claim 28 Bloch discloses, in Fig. 1-15, a portable digital video 
camera and audio player according to claim 27 wherein said storage component is 
read-only (column 5 lines 37-40; where the storage component is a video disc which is 
read only). 

60. With respect to claim 29 Bloch discloses, in Fig. 1-15, a portable digital video 
camera and audio player according to claim 27 wherein said storage component is 
read-write (column 12 lines 27-31 ; where a computer recording medium such as a 
flexible disk can be used which is a read-write storage medium). 

61. With respect to claim 30 Bloch discloses, in Fig. 1-15, an image processing 
system for obtaining a plurality of image sequences and assembling a presentation from 
the plurality of image sequences as part of a video program prepared by a camera 
operator (Abstract), the system comprising: (a) a camera (49) operated by the camera 
operator for capturing the plurality of said image sequences (column 4 lines 39-43, 
column 5 lines 50-56, column 6 lines 57-62 and column 9 lines 28-33; where the user 
controls the camera in various way, such as controlling the zoom position or by which 
background sequence they choose); (b) a random-access electronic memory (153) for 
temporary storage of the plurality of said image sequences (column 10 lines 53-59); (c) 
an input reader (45) for accepting pre-programmed instructions from a first storage 
medium (42) as enabled by the camera operator, said pre-programmed instructions 
being suited for, and differentiated by, a particular theme or event of interest as 
represented by the video program (column 4 lines 43-45, column 9 line 22 through 
column 10 line 32 and column 1 1 lines 22-37; where a prerecorded background option 
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is selected by the user, this background option comprises a video sequence stored on a 
videodisc that has the control instructions encoded into it; these control instructions are 
read by the MCU which then performs corresponding control of the system); (d) a 
control panel comprising: (i) a display (37) for viewing said image sequences and 
presenting pre-programmed instructions to the operator for arranging playback of said 
presentation from the plurality of said captured image sequences (column 5 lines 22- 
36); and (ii) an operator interface for accepting operator responses to the pre- 
programmed instructions (column 5 lines 57-65, column 9 lines 28-33 and column 13 
lines 9-12). 

62. Bloch does not expressly disclose the camera is a digital camera. 

63. However, Official Notice (MPEP § 2144.03) is taken that both the concepts and 
advantages of using a camera comprising a CCD sensor are well known and expected 
in the art. At the time the invention was made, it would have been obvious to one with 
ordinary skill in the art to have used a CCD camera, for doing so would allow for 
instantly creating digital images which are needed for applying graphics by a 
microprocessor as disclosed by Bloch (column 10 lines 53-59), thus reducing the 
number of parts and cost of the system. 

64. With respect to claim 32 Bloch discloses, in Fig. 1-15, further comprising: (e) an 
output writer for recording said presentation (column 3 lines 49-53; where the final 
composite video is recorded on a VHS or Beta videotape cassette). 
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65. With respect to claim 36 Bloch discloses the control instructions can come from 
the video disc, an independent computer recording medium, or from firmware (column 
12 lines 27-31). 

66. However, Bloch does not expressly disclose obtaining programmed instructions 
comprises the step of communicating over a network. 

67. However, Official Notice (MPEP § 2144.03) is taken that both the concepts and 
advantages of updating firmware over a network are well known and expected in the art. 
At the time the invention was made, it would have been obvious to one with ordinary 
skill in the art to have provided input instructions from downloaded firmware through a 
network, for doing so would allow the owner of the system to change the prerecorded 
background sequences of Bloch without having to physically travel to the location of the 
system, thus saving time and travel costs. 

68. With respect to claim 40 Bloch discloses, in Fig. 1-15, an image processing 
system for obtaining a plurality of image sequences and assembling a presentation from 
the plurality of image sequences as part of a video program prepared by a camera 
operator (Abstract), the system comprising: (a) a camera (49) operated by the camera 
operator for capturing the plurality of said image sequences (column 4 lines 39-43, 
column 5 lines 50-56, column 6 lines 57-62 and column 9 lines 28-33; where the user 
controls the camera in various way, such as controlling the zoom position or by which 
background sequence they choose); (b) a random-access electronic memory (153) for 
temporary storage of the plurality of said image sequences (column 10 lines 53-59); (c) 
an input reader (45) for accepting pre-programmed instructions from a first storage 
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medium (42) as enabled by the camera operator, said pre-programmed instructions 
being suited for, and differentiated by, a particular theme or event of interest as 
represented by the video program (column 4 lines 43-45, column 9 line 22 through 
column 10 line 32 and column 1 1 lines 22-37; where a prerecorded background option 
is selected by the user, this background option comprises a video sequence stored on a 
videodisc that has the control instructions encoded into it; these control instructions are 
read by the MCU which then performs corresponding control of the system); (d) a 
control panel comprising: (i) a display (37) for viewing said image sequences and 
presenting pre-programmed instructions to the operator (column 5 lines 22-36); and (ii) 
an operator interface for accepting operator responses to the pre-programmed 
instructions (column 5 lines 57-65, column 9 lines 28-33 and column 13 lines 9-12); and 
(e) a control logic processor (45) for executing the pre-programmed instructions and for 
arranging playback of said presentation from the plurality of said captured image 
sequences stored in said random-access electronic memory according to said operator 
responses (column 9 line 22 through column 10 line 32, column 10 lines 53-59 and 
column 1 1 lines 22-37; where the control instructions from the video disc are read by 
the MCU which then performs corresponding control of the system); and (f) an output 
writer for recording said presentation onto a second storage medium (column 3 lines 49- 
53; where the final composite video is recorded on a VHS or Beta videotape cassette). 

69. Bloch does not expressly disclose the camera is a digital camera. 

70. However, Official Notice (MPEP § 2144.03) is taken that both the concepts and 
advantages of using a camera comprising a CCD sensor are well known and expected 
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in the art. At the time the invention was made, it would have been obvious to one with 
ordinary skill in the art to have used a CCD camera, for doing so would allow for 
instantly creating digital images which are needed for applying graphics by a 
microprocessor as disclosed by Bloch (column 10 lines 53-59), thus reducing the 
number of parts and cost of the system. 

71 . With respect to claim 41 Bloch discloses the limitations of claim 40. 

72. Bloch does not expressly disclose the second storage medium is an optical 
medium. 

73. However, Official Notice (MPEP § 2144.03) is taken that both the concepts and 
advantages of storing video presentations on optical mediums are well known and 
expected in the art. At the time the invention was made, it would have been obvious to 
one with ordinary skill in the art to have used an optical medium instead of a VHS or 
Beta format tape as Bloch discloses other media types can be used that are currently in 
development or which have yet to be developed without altering the principles involved 
in the invention of Bloch (column 3 lines 49-53 and column 10 line 66 through column 

1 1 line 4) and an optical medium for recording video sequences had been developed 
and publicly used at the time of Applicant's invention. 

74. With respect to claim 42 Bloch discloses, in Fig. 1-15, wherein said second 
storage medium is a magnetic medium (column 3 lines 49-53; where VHS tapes are 
magnetic mediums). 

75. With respect to claim 43 Bloch discloses the limitations of claim 40. 
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76. Bloch does not expressly disclose the second storage medium is solid state 
medium. 

77. However, Official Notice (MPEP § 2144.03) is taken that both the concepts and 
advantages of storing video presentations on solid state mediums are well known and 
expected in the art. At the time the invention was made, it would have been obvious to 
one with ordinary skill in the art to have used a solid state medium instead of a VHS or 
Beta format tape as Bloch discloses other media types can be used that are currently in 
development or which have yet to be developed without altering the principles involved 
in the invention of Bloch (column 3 lines 49-53 and column 10 line 66 through column 

1 1 line 4) and a solid state medium for recording video sequences had been developed 
and publicly used at the time of Applicant's invention. 



Conclusion 

78. THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. Applicant is reminded of the extension of time 
policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1 .136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within 
TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not 
mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the 
shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 
extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1 .136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of 
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the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later 
than SIX MONTHS from the mailing date of this final action. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to DANIEL M. PASIEWICZ whose telephone number is 
(571)272-5516. The examiner can normally be reached on M-F 9:00AM to 5:30PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Sinh Tran can be reached on (571 )272-7564. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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April 1 , 2009 
/Sinh N Tran/ 

Supervisory Patent Examiner, Art Unit 2622 



